DAN BURTON, INDIANA,
CHAIRMAN

BENJAMIN A. GILMAN, NEW YORK
CONSTANCE A. MORELLA, MARYLAND
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT
{LEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, FLORIDA
JOHN M. MCHUGH, NEW YORK
STEPHEN HORN, CALIFORNIA

JOHN L. MICA, FLORIDA

THOMAS M. DAVIS, VIRGINIA

MARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO

BOB BARR, GEORGIA

DAN MILLER, FLORIDA

DOUG OSE, CALIFOBNIA

RON LEWIS, KENTUCKY

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA

TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA
DAVE WELDON, FLORIDA

CHRIS CANNON, UTAH

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the United States

1Houge of Repregentatives

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 205156143

HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA,
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

TOM LANTOS, CALIFORNIA

MAJOR R. OWENS, NEW YORK

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK

PAUL E. KANJORSKI, PENNSYLVANIA

PATSY T. MINK, HAWAI

CAROLYN 8. MALONEY, NEW YORK

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO

ROD R. BLAGOJEVICH, ILLINOIS

DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS

JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS

JiM TURNER, TEXAS

THOMAS H, ALLEN, MAINE

JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY, ILLINOIS

Wm. LACY CLAY, MISSOUR!

DIANE E. WATSON, CALIFORNIA

ADAM H. PUTNAM, FLORIDA

C.. "BUTCH" OTTER, IDAHO ;ﬂmﬂv ggg g;éag;:

EDWARD L. SCHROCK, VIRGINIA e -TLVE ol 7

JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TENNESSEE 0y ) 22550
Y {202) 225-6852

BERNARD SANDERS, VERMONT,
INDEPENDENT

www.house.gov/reform

November 6, 2001

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We were dismayed to learn that you changed the Executive Order governing the release
of Presidential records in a manner that will decrease public access to these records. We urge
you to rescind that order. If your Administration believes that the Presidential Records Act needs
clarification, we urge you to consult with Congress and the public before taking such action.

The new Executive Order contains provisions that could drastically restrict public access
to important records. It allows the sitting President to withhold the records of a former President,
even if that President wants those records released. In addition, the order requires the public to
show a specific need for a document before it is released.

These provisions clearly violate the intent of the law. The Presidential Records Act was
passed by Congress to assure full public access to Presidential records after a reasonable interval
of time. The goal of the law is the orderly and systematic release of records — not the indefinite
suppression of these historically important documents.

We are particularly concerned that the Executive Order tries to rewrite the Act by
withholding records that are a part of the deliberative process. The Presidential Records Act
specifically states that the deliberative process exemption of the Freedom of Information Act
cannot be used as a reason to withhold Presidential records after the 12-year period has passed.
In addition, the Executive Order specifies that in the event of the death or disability of a
President, the family of the President shall determine disposition. The law clearly delegates this
authority to the Archivist of the United States.
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The Executive Order violates the intent of Congress and keeps the public in the dark. We
urge you to rescind this executive order and instead begin a dialogue with Congress and the
public to determine the need for clarification of this law.

Sincerely,

¢ V\) z QW*“% .

A¥Waxman J al}é"e D. Schakowsky f
Ranking Minority Member Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Government Reform Subcommittee on Government

Efficiency, Financial Management,
and Intergovernmental Relations




